To everyone who lives, visits and loves Bear Lake,


You know, fishing on Bear Lake is a difficult thing to report.  I remember that when I was a biologist working for Wildlife Resources doing creel census. You would check many people around and on the lake.  Some of the anglers knew what they doing and were successful and other had no clue.  You know that they would fish all day without ever having a chance of catching a fish.  So when each group went home they both had widely varying stories of how fishing was on Bear Lake.  Then there are the guys that equate their masculinity with how many fish they catch.  You would talk to them and they had caught a ton of big fish but had let them all go.  Typically there was nothing in the boat.  Then there are the secretive fishermen that are so paranoid that if they say they caught a fish in a specific location or what they caught it on, that there would be a hundred people there the next day.  Then there is the group of fishermen that tell you “they caught the hell out them the other day” but have no fish when you check them.  So all in all, the only person you can believe is one with fish or yourself.


The reason I have told you all of this is that when I said fishing was poor on Bear Lake last month, the local biologist took exception with me and said that it had been great from what he had heard.  He may have been right or wrong but when you are in that position, as I know from experience, poor fishing is your fault and good fishing is because the angler is talented.
Fishing on Bear Lake can be red hot or cold as ice depending on a whole myriad of factors.  Jim Stone and I went out off the Rockpile this past week to try our luck.  Reports had been good and bad.  We were the only boat out there when we anchored.  We didn’t do much to begin with but things looked up when we saw another boat launch on the beach.  As it came screaming out towards and anchored a few hundred feet away we knew we were in the right place.  It was the professional Bear Lake fishermen, Eldon and Duane Robinson from Laketown.  I was a beautiful day and fishing was good.  We all caught cutthroat and lake trout and Bonneville and Bear Lake whitefish.  The Bear Lake whitefish are spawning now and the Bonneville’s are eating their eggs.  The trout are eating both of them.  I would tell you what depth we were fishing and what we caught them on but the Robinson’s would make sure I had an accident in the near future.  They are the secretive type.   


Typically there are more fish caught at Bear Lake in January and February than the rest of the year combined.  It won’t be the case this year without ice and difficult boat access but I believe fishing will hold up for a while since everything seems to be two weeks late.  And finally, there are a couple of things for sure.  Fish grow twice as fast once they are of the water and fishermen always remembers the times they catch fish and forget the times they don’t.

As always, I appreciate comments or questions at cisco@cut.net and keep our beautiful lake clean, clear and blue. 

Bryce Nielson

Cisco’s Landing     

